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Tips and Techniques
Furry Embroidery with Lana Wool Embroidery Thread

Getting Started

Lana Thread is actually a wool embroidery thread which makes it ideal for creating designs which are soft, fluffy or textured, such as animal fur.  It is about three times thicker than traditional rayon threads, such as MADERIA Rayon No. 40.  This means adjustments will need to be made before stitching our designs, particularly with regard to stick length and density.  Here are a few tips that may help.

Needles

Because Lana is a thicker thread, it requires a larger needle than traditional embroidery threads.  The recommended needle is size 100/16. 
Bobbin Thread

Always use a bobbin thread recommended for your model embroidery machine or MADERIA “Bobbinful.”

Stabilizer

Stabilize and hoop fabric as normal with MADERIA tear way Cotton Soft, or try either MADERIA wash away Avalon or Avalon Plus.

Machine Cleaning

Like cotton or other natural fibers, wool has a tendency to create lint.  Clean machine when needed.

Successful Results

The main criteria for good results with Lana is that the stitch length should be long, the stitches should not be densely packed together, and the original design should have some underlay or “padding” stitches to cover the base fabric and raise the surface a little.

Method One – Quick and Easy

Most embroidery machines are capable of re-sizing an embroidery design up to 20% larger without increasing the stitch count.  This means that the stitches are spread out further apart and increased in stitch length.  This is idea for creating extra space between stitches to accommodate a thicker thread.  The space will be filled once the thread is brushed.  Try to select a design that is not very heavy or dense.  Compare designs to see which have the lowest stitch count for similarly sized designs.  A design that takes only a few minutes to stitch out is also likely to be less dense.

Technique

1. Select the design on embroidery machine touch screen or from a card or disc.

2. Re-size as far as possible, either by dragging sizing box, or by using arrows, or +/- keys to increase size.  Refer to machine manual if necessary.  Remember to keep an eye on stitch count to ensure this does not change.

3. Embroider design as usual.

Method one advantages

· Re-sizing up to 20% with no stitch count change is a standard on most major brands of embroidery machines.

· Instant results – Just sew and go.

· No additional software needed.

· Does not require a computer.

Remarks

· Less control than if the design is a re-digitized (see below).  Even at 20% increase, some designs will still be too dense.

· Project must be able to accommodate larger sized design.

· Embroidery design may require a larger hoop.

· Whole design is increased, so if part of the design is to be sewn using a standard size thread, that section may appear to have less coverage.

Method Two – The Perfectionist’s Way

Most digitizing software is object based – which means it gives the user the ability to change the attributes of any single part of a design.  Change the stitch length and spacing for the fur part to accommodate the thicker Lana thread, but use normal settings for outlines and features.  We recommend using Cotona No. 30, a cotton 30 thread for outlines and detail to make them more visible.   Similarly, if the user was creating a design from scratch, they could make some parts of the design denser than others.
DIGITIZING

Technique

With digitizing software, any design can be adjusted to use Lana wool embroidery thread.  This varies from one program to another, so refer to user manual for specific detail.  However, the usual steps are as follows:  

1. Select the relevant part of the design or “object” by using the select tool or double clicking on it.

2. Change object attributes as follows:

· Make underlay stitches as wide and long as possible.

· Make top stitches wider apart than usual, in our sample these were set to 1.0mm (original setting 0.4).

· Change length of top stitches, in our sample these were set to 8.00mm (original setting 4.00).
3. Save changes to design.
4. Embroider design as usual.

Achieving a fluffy texture

Once a design has been stitched, a wire brush or Velcro (hook side) can be used to create the lovely, soft, fluffy texture required.  In our teddy bear design we used a mohair brush to bring out the fibers of the wool and create the desired effect.  The stitch direction is not important; as this is not visible once the thread has been deep brushed.

CROSS STITCH DESIGN

Re-Create the look of hand embroidery with Lana thread.

We also recommend Lana for hand embroidery and cross stitch.  Try a machine embroidered cross stitch design to see how this works out.  Use the “quick an easy” method, i.e., take a cross stitch design increase it by 20% and stitch it out.  The results are excellent and would be ideal for embroidering linen or tablecloths to replicate a hand worked look.  up to the face value
In Conclusion

It is great fun playing around with Lana and it is interesting to see how simply changing the thread and making a few adjustments can have such an impact on a design.  As with all machine embroidery, many factors come into play, such as base fabric, density or original design, and stabilizer used.  We recommend running a few sample designs before beginning to sew out a final project. 

HAVE FUN!

